Introduction
Both Crohn's disease of the colon and Takayasu's arteritis are relatively uncommon disorders and the aetiology of both conditions remains unknown. Since the likelihood of their simultaneous occurrence is extremely small we wish to report such an association and in view of this and previous case reports propose a possible pathogenetic mechanism by which both diseases might arise in the same subject.
Case report
A 24-year-old woman who was previously fit and playing competition softball presented with a 3-month history of lower abdominal cramps and the passage of profuse watery diarrhoea without blood. Three weeks before admission she had noticed painful swelling of both knees and pain on movement of both ankles and the right wrist. Over the period of her illness she had lost 19 kg in weight. common carotid artery and a blocked left subclavian artery with distal filling via collaterals from the scapular artery (Fig. 2) . The abdominal aorta, distal to the origin of the renal arteries and both common iliac arteries were also narrowed (Fig. 3) . The superior mesenteric arteriogram was normal.
Her bowel symptoms and arthritis rapidly settled within a week of commencing oral steroids.
Discussion
The likelihood of both diseases occurring by chance in this patient is approximately 1 in 5 x 109. Since Takayasu's arteritis occurring in conjunction with both Crohn's disease of the colon and ulcerative colitis has been reported previously it would seem probable that there is a significant association between the three diseases (Chapman et al., 1978; Owyang et al., 1979; Friedman & Tegtmeyer, 1979 
